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The autonomy of the Australian states,
subject as it is to the limitation of the authority
surrendered to the central power, and thus
withdrawn from the states, is still very exten-
sive. A state can change its own Constitution,
subject to the condition that by so doing its
Constitution does not clash with the powders
and the lawjs of the central federal authority.
One important provision of the Australian
Constitution which is of special interest for
India in respect of the future constitutional
relationship of the Indian States to the Central
Government is that contained in Section 94,
W7hich runs as follows:
'After five years from the imposition of
uniform duties of customs, the Parliament
may provide on such basis as it deems fair
for the monthly payments to the several
states of all surplus revenue of the Common-
wealth/
The prospect of any modern government
having surplus revenue is indeed remote, but
the equity of this provision is surely undeniable.
The revenues accruing to a Central Govern-
ment undoubtedly belong to the constituent
states. The federal authority is empowered